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CIA role in Iran arms dealings
threatens approval of new chief

\/ By Steve Stecklow

Inquirer Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — The Tower com-

‘miission’s crmc1sm of the CIA's role

in the Iran-contra affair has height-
ened concérn$ about whether Robert
M. Gates should be confirmed as di-
rector of central intelligence.

" The commission reported yester-
day that former CIA Director Wil
liam J; Casey knéW Yhat funds rom
mmrz{m sales to Iran might
have been diverted to the Nicara-
guan contra rebels “almost a morth
before the story broke," but that he
did not notify President Reagan.

Casey “did not move promptly to
raise the matter with the President,”
the commission stated in its report.
“Yet his responsibility to do so was
clear.” .

While the report did not make
clear the extent of Gates’ knowledge
of the Iran-contra affair, the fact that
Gates was serving as deputy director
has caused some concern in Con-
gress.

The report said Gates supplied in-
formation on the Soviet threat to
Iran to National Security Council
aide Lt. Col. Oliver L. North, who
relayed it to Iranian arms dealer
Manucher Ghorbanifar at a meeting
in Paris on March 8. Fears that the
Soviets.could win control over Iran
in case of the death of Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini ‘was cited by
some.in the administration to ]ustlfy
the arms.initiative.

Yesterday, Sen. Bill Bradley (D
N.J.), a member of the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee, said the report
“confirms the concerns I've had all
along, and that | expressed to Mr.

Gates last week, that the CIA tailored
its intelligence assessment on iran to
fit the needs of the policy makers at
the White House.”

The chairman and vice chédirman
of the intelligence commiittee, which
is considering Géates' nomination,
Danijel K. Inouye (D., Hawaii) and
Warren B. Rudman (R., N:H.), yester-
day called for a delay in-the confir-
mation vote..Sen. Arlen Specter (R,
Pa.) has asked Reagan to- wnhdraw

‘Gates"” nomination.

The Tower commission - harshly
criticized Casey and. the*CIA, charg-
ing that theé agency provided
“Clearly inadequate” intélligence in-
formation throughout the arms sales
initiative, and- that it readily ceded

Robert M. Gates -
Confirmation in question ™"
control to North and the National
Security Council.’

“Director Casey- appears to have
been informed in considérable detail
about the specifics of-the Iranian
-operation. He appears, to have acqui-
esced in, and to have encouraged
North's exercise of, direct opera-
tional control over the operanon
‘the report said.

"“Indeed, Director Casey should
have ... pressed for operational re-
sponsxbmty to be transferred to the
CIA,” the report said. The CIA was in
a better' position’to check out the
-reliability of intermediaries used in
the arms sales, and the agency would
have been more likely to notify Con-
gress.of the operation, the report

said.

The report also noted that Casey
was an early supporter of the Iran
arms sales initiative.

When the arms sales began, sev-
eral CIA officials attended planning
sessions for the initiative. The Tower
commission found that the CIA offt-
cials essentially followed North’s o1-
ders, allowing him and a private net-
work of arms dealers and
intermediaries to control the opera-
tion.

William J. Casey )
Yielded control of arms operation

The report further criticized the
CIA for failing to volunteer that it
believed that Ghorbanifar, the Ira-
nian arms merchant, was unreliable.

" Ghorbanifar failed a CIA lie detector

test Jan. 11, 1986; less than a week
later, the US. government became
even more involved with him, the
report said.

The Tower commission also re-
ported that a CIA field officer in
Costa Rica had a direct communica-
tions link with North and gave him
information that he apparemly used
to coordinate at least nine arms ship-
ments to the contras between Marc
and June 1986 — a time when US.
military aid to the contras was
banned.

When the commission asked mm
about the shipments, the CIA officer
said, “This [the materiel| was all le-
thal. Benefactors only sent lethal
stuff.” '

The CIA officer told the commis-
sion, however, that North had said
the officer’s actions were legal.

When he asked North, “Are you
sure this is OK?" the CIA officer said
that North replied “Yes, yes, all
you're doing is passing mformanon
the report said.
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